Mr. MEYERS 

AP Biology Course Expectations 
CURRICULUM

	Grading Period
	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	1st 6 weeks
	-The Scientific Method

- Organic Chemistry

-Cell structure
	- Genetics: The structure and Function of DNA

- Genetic engineering

	2nd 6 weeks
	- Metabolism: Photosynthesis & cellular respiration
	- Evolutionary Theory 

- Taxonomy & Classification

	3rd 6 weeks
	- Cell Division

- Genetics: Patterns of Inheritance
	- Plant Biology

- Animal Biology


GRADING
Student’s performance will be assessed using three different criteria, each of which has it’s own 


weight in determining the final grade. 

	Category
	Description
	Weight

	1) Knowledge/Skills
	- This category includes all scheduled exams and quizzes

    throughout the semester. 

- All assessments will be curved by test-item analysis  
	40%

	2) Lab work
	- This category includes all lab reports, activities, and projects

   completed for a unit.

- These assignments will have extended due dates so that 

   student’s have the time to seek extra help when needed.

- Late labwork will be accepted for a 10% deduction per day

   late including block days. 
	50%

	3) Professionalism
	-This category measures a student’s level of various learned behaviors that are characteristics of successful citizens. It’s divided into two components.

1. Behavioral: Student’s should respect our time, materials, and colleagues. To measure this component, students will begin the semester with a 100% and any behavior that deviates from these professional standards will reduce this score. Some examples of common infractions include:

· Unexcused tardiness and or absences

· Misuse or damaging science equipment

· Failure to clean up workspace 

· Bullying or disrespectful social behavior

Some of these points can be earned back by serving after school detentions following a conversation with Meyers.  

2. Academic: In order to gain mastery of content, student’s preparation behaviors should be on-going and not just cramming a few days before scheduled exams and due dates. Throughout the semester there will be pop quizzes that measure a student’s readiness to move on to the next related concept. There will also be assigned rough drafts for lab reports so that students will have the opportunity to revise their ideas prior to the due date of their final draft.  
	10%


1. Grading scale:


A - 90.0 - 100% 



B - 80.0 - 89.9 %



C - 70.0 - 79.9 %



D - 60.0 - 69.9 %



F -    0.0 - 59.9 %

2. Extra credit is not assigned at the end of the grading period to "save" a grade. 

3. Tests will be discussed after they are graded but they will not be given back for you to keep.  These exams act as great study guides for the AP Biology exam in May, and students are encouraged to review past exams in Mr. Meyers’ room.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR
1. Class starts when the bell rings.  You are tardy if you are not in your seat, ready to go when the bell rings.

2. Come to class prepared every day (textbook, notebook, pencil, pen, ruler, paper, calcualtor, and any ongoing assignments).   

3. Unsafe behavior will not be tolerated.  Think about it before you do it.  There will be specific safety rules given and they must all be followed at all times.

4. Eating food, consuming beverages (other than water), and chewing gum are not allowed in the classroom.  If you have food, drinks or gum in class, they will be thrown away.

5. Class is over when the teacher says it is over.  The bell is only a reminder.

6. School property is for you to use but never to damage in any way.  You must pay for any damage.

7. Maturity and good sense should cover almost any situation.  Think first.

8. All EHS student guidelines are enforced in the classroom and any violation of these guidelines will result in a detention.
MAKE-UP WORK

Any student who is excused from being absent is allowed 2 school days for every 1 day missed to make up all work. If you are absent only one day, and that day is a test day, EXPECT to take your make-up test during non-class hours on the day of your return (i.e. during access).  

· You are responsible for making up all missed work when absent.  You must check the syllabus and ask clarifying questions during non class hours.  I will not chase you down to remind you of your responsibilities. 

TEST TAKING POLICY
There is to be no communication (verbal or nonverbal) between students during the testing session.  When you finish your exam/quiz, you may read a book, work on homework, or study for another class.  Any student talking, or engaging in any other inappropriate test-taking behavior, will receive a zero for that exam.

PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work as your own and is the most serious academic crime. Students that plagiarize all or part of an assignment, regardless of intent, will be subjected to the EHS guidelines pertaining to such an offense. This includes lab reports where the lab itself was completed with a lab partner.
NOTEBOOKS and MATERIALS
You will need a notebook solely for Biology.  Your notebook must be a three-ring binder in which to keep the lab manual, all your lecture notes, class work, homework, and quizzes.  You will also need pens, pencils, a metric ruler, graph paper, and a calculator.  These supplies should be brought to class daily.  


EXTRA HELP

The best way to look at this class and the exam is to realize that you have 30 weeks of experiences that will prepair you for that exam. The full understanding of this material comes from 30 weeks of effort not just 2 weeks of cramming proir to the exam. Anceliary materials such as AP Bio study book (used all year) and various study techniques will help you do you best in this class as well as the exam. You might find that a study group of students in this class can be another tool for you to employ. Finally, extra help comes from your teacher.  I am available during Access period every day and after school as well.  I welcome students seeking help understanding biology.  If you need extra help, and cannot attend during those times, then see me to arrange another appointment. 

CONTACTING THE TEACHER
Please contact me if there are any questions about the course or your progress in the class.  You can email me at dmeyers@jeffco.k12.co.us.














